Recognizing Our Shared Humanity 


I grew up in El Paso, Texas, which sits on the border with Mexico’s Ciudad Juarez. As a teen, 
Juarez was a common destination for shopping, dining, and always a favorite for out of town 
guests. Some of my classmates even lived in Juarez, navigating the bridge each morning and af- 
ternoon for school. Those days of easy travel across the bridge are long gone, but the feeling of 
living in these twin cities has never left me. We were one community with a shared bi-national 
consciousness. A stream of water and a small fence divided us, but common interests and shared 
concerns connected us. Perhaps the strongest driving force was that we recognized the humanness 
in each other. 


Recognizing the “other” as human is a constant theme in our Jewish texts. Repeatedly we are re- 
minded to care for the “stranger in our midst.” Why do we need this repetition in our Torah, daily 
prayers and upcoming Passover celebration? I believe it is because it is not our natural inclination 
to welcome someone who does not look like us, speak like us or see the world like we do. Instead, 
we call them “other,” “stranger,” or “immigrant.” We make labels as a way to distinguish who ts 
rightfully in and who should be kept out. 


This year’s race for President is ripe with the language of “other.” We are seeing campaigns fo- 
cused on building literal walls and figurative walls. Who is in and who is out? This rhetoric is 
jarring to my ears, and I believe it should be loudly denounced. 


We are taught by our history of slavery and persecution and our sacred texts to embrace rather 
than repel. 


Our Haggadah reads: 


Let all who are hungry come and eat. 
Let all who are in need come and share the Passover meal. 
This year we are still slaves — Next year may we all be truly free. 


Our Passover story teaches us that we are on a common journey in which we are to share our 
meals and share our freedom, even as we might be struggling together through our own slavery. 
Sharing in our lives this way might not be our natural inclination, but repeatedly we are taught 
that it is through this act that we are going to experience the “Promised Land.” (continued on page 2) 


IN THIS ISSUE: Congregation Sha’ar Zahav Welcomes You! 


from our -- cantor’s 
president message |. 
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(from the cover) Changing the national dialogue is not easy on our own. Our voices around a seder 


table this year, however, can shift the conversation for our family and friends. As we make our 
guest lists for Passover, I’m encouraging us all to think about who is around our seder table. Who 


is friend and family, and who is one we might normally label as “other”? Is there space for them 
at our table? Is there space for them in our lives? Can we, through our Passover observance, open 
our homes and arms to embrace someone we might naturally be inclined to block out? 


One of my favorite readings from Mishkan T’filah is based upon a discussion in the Talmud about 
the time to begin our morning prayers: 


One sage taught: Night ends and morning begins when you can distinguish between a 
blue and white thread. Another replied: from the time you can distinguish a friend from 
a distance of four cubits. Perhaps: the new day begins when you can recognize the face 


of your brother or sister. 


Growing up in El Paso I learned to recognize my brother and sister as they crossed the bridge, 
and I truly believe when we are able to do the same at our Passover table and on the national 
stage, we will finally reach the Promised Land. 


Get to Know Rabbi Riter 


get to know him better, and share your own thoughts and stories with 
him? CSZ’s Kesher Task Force has set up several informal gatherings 
in April and May with Rabbi Riter, each hosted by a CSZ member, 

to do just that. These small-group gatherings offer an opportunity to 


Want a chance to talk with Rabbi Ted Riter in an informal setting, 


talk with Rabbi Riter and hear his ideas for strengthening our commu- 
nity — and for him to get to know us better, too. By sharing our sto- 
ries with one another in a more intimate setting, we’ll also strengthen 
our connections with other CSZ members. Check your weekly email 
for times and locations of these gatherings! For more information 
send an e-mail to connections@shaarzahav.org. 


Congregation 
Sha’ar Zahav 


290 Dolores Street 
San Francisco CA 94103 


VOICE 415-861-6932 

FAX 415-861-6081 

EMAIL administrator @shaarzahav.org 
WEB http://www.shaarzahav.org 


Congregation Sha’ar Zahav is a member 
of the Union for Reform Judaism, 

the World Congress of Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender Jews, and 

the San Francisco Organizing Project 


2 Jewish Gaily Forward April 


Sha’ar Zahav Staff 


INTERIM RABBI Ted Riter 

(x301) rabbi@ @shaarzahav.org 
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Moving on Up! 
by Laura Lowe 


We have been busy on so 
many fronts. The best 
part is that on, all of our 
fronts, we are moving 
in a positive direction. 
Here are some highlights: 


We’re back at Herbst! 
This is the first year we 
have had the opportu- 
nity to return to Herbst 
= for the High Holy Days 
since it was closed for renovations. What does 
this mean for you? A few things. First, Herbst 
is more expensive than the Scottish Rite Masonic 
Center. A number of members have made extra 
pledges to help with the expenses, and we will 
need everyone’s assistance to make our deci- 
sion to go back to Herbst a success. Second, 
the venue is larger. We want your help filling 
those seats with your friends and family! We are 
@:" looking forward to going back to Herbst. 
e are also considering a new machzor (prayer- 
book) for High Holy Days. Over the last couple 
of years, we have been testing the Union of 
Reform Judaism’s (URJ) draft of their machzor. 
It is now available in hardback for purchase, so 
the URJ’s machzor is one option available to 
us. Another option is to publish our own Sha’ar 
Zahav version of a High Holy Days machzor. 


Finally, we could keep using our current machzor 


Task Force Leaders 


MEMBERSHIP 
Alice Harron and Nancy Levin 
membership @shaarzahav.org 


CONNECTIONS 
Lisa Katz and Laurie Trupin 
connections @shaarzahav.org 


and Daniel Sanson 


To reach the JGF editorial team: 
jgf @shaarzahav.org 


Jewish Gaily Forward 


EDITORIAL TEAM Annye Bone, Paul Cohen, 
Mark Mackler, Karen Schiller, Sharon Saslafsky, 


DESIGN AND LAYOUT Steven Davis 
(starspringsf @ gmail.com) 


The Jewish Gaily Forward is published four 
times a year by Congregation Sha’ar Zahav: 
January, April, July, and October. The deadline 
for submissions is 45 days prior to the 


and supplement. The Ritual Committee and 
Va’ad are looking at all of these options. We’ll 
let you know our decision soon. 


You may recall that last year at our Annual 
Meeting, Irene Ogus gave a moving report on 
the state of our building. After that meeting the 
Building and Grounds Committee was invigorat- 
ed beyond any of my expectations. We are meet- 
ing regularly and coming up with plans to make 
our building prettier and more functional. One 
of the puzzling issues centers around our pews. 
When we move the pews, the sanctuary floors 
are damaged. We’re working to come up with 
recommendations for the Va’ad as we continue. 


Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer is another area where 
we are moving forward. The Va’ad has ex- 
pressed its commitment to continuing to invigo- 
rate BSPM, and a group of us are meeting now to 
figure out how the school will look in the future. : 
I’m excited about our dreams for Beit Sefer. 


Looking at the future is sometimes scary. When 
it comes to Sha’ar Zahavy, our future looks amaz- 
ing. We are moving on up! With your help we 
have achieved so much over the last year. We 
will continue to shine with you. Share your 
thoughts or dreams about Sha’ar Zahav with me 
or with someone in leadership. I can be reached 
at llowesf@ gmail.com. 


Specifications supplied upon request. 


Permission to reprint with attribution 
granted. Articles reflect the opinion of 
their authors and not those of Congregation 
Sha’ar Zahav. Proofing errors will be 
atoned for each Yom Kippur. 


ADVERTISERS: Contact Sharon Heath at 
administrator @shaarzahav.org or 
415-861-6932. 

Congregation Sha’ar Zahav reserves the 
right to reject any ad. 


publication date: November 15th, February 15th, 
May 15th, August 15th. All submissions to 
the JGF must meet editorial requirements and 


ae) length requirements. 


Jewish Gaily Forward April - June 2016 3 


SHA’AR ZAHAV 


You Can Sing 


By SHARON BERNSTEIN 


As acantor, some of my most 
poignant and meaningful in- 
teractions are with people who 
say “I can’t sing.” The real- 
ity is quite different -- we are 
all blessed with bodies that 
are musical instruments: vocal 
cords, acoustically resonating 
bone structures, an ability to 
create and feel vibrations and MES WOU 
rhythms. 


You Can Sing 


[YOu Canesine. 


Even if someone or someones once told you not to sing, 


Not only that, but singing has You can sing. 


been scientifically proven to Even if pitch is a completely foreign concept, 
be good On US FOmmes one 


of the yummiest things in the 
universe is experiencing all of Even if your vocal cords or lungs don’t work, 


YOUrCanesiier 


our spirits and voices together You can sing in your body, in your soul, in your mind. 
in community. 


You can sing. 
so the following is tor me, for 


you, and for all of us. 2. 8) OUrdOn ti havestomsi ne. 


Silence is good, too. 


3. Singing can feel good. 
Those vibrations in us 
And in those around us 


Resonating and reverberating and shimmying. 


4. Many of the psalms 
Especially in Kabbalat Shabbat 
Talk about singing. 
Singing people 
Singing plants 


Singing animals 


As if all creation were one big musical. 
The next time you pass a tree, 
See if you can hear it singing. 


(In the psalms; they: danceitoo.s) 


Sa OUlCainas ce 
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SHA’AR ZAHAV, VA’AD NOTES” : a z zi 


By MARC LIPSCHUTZ 


Q@buring the January 20, 2016 
Va’ad meeting we: 


¢ Agreed to return to the Herbst Theater for 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 5777 to 
ensure accessibility for our members and 
guests. 


¢ Enthusiastically endorsed our Beit Sefer 
Phyllis Mintzer religious school, and 
agreed to reinvigorate and strengthen it. 


All CSZ members are invited to attend 
Va’ad meetings, which are customarily 
scheduled on the third Wednesday of 
each month at 7PM. 


During the February 17, 2016 
Va’ad meeting we: 


¢ Agreed to initiate a scent-free CSZ to 
create greater accessibility for our mem 
bers and guests. To promote additional 
accessibility, we further agreed to disallow 
dogs from our shul (with the exception of 
service animals). 


¢ Reviewed our identity work with Lightbox 
and strategized our next phase of related 
work to include promoting our brand to 
the larger Bay Area Jewish community. 


BY ERR Y FLETCHER 


Since Fall 2007 I have served as Congrega- 
tion Sha’ar Zahav’s representative to the San 
rancisco Jewish Community Relations Council 
(JCRC). At Rabbi Riter’s suggestion I will be 
submitting quarterly reports to the JGF on what 
the Council is up to and what I have been do- 


ing. 


The Jewish Community Relations Council 
speaks on behalf of the organized Jewish com- 
munity of the Bay Area. The Council is made 
up of representatives of synagogues, other 
Jewish organizations and appointed at-large 
members. These members gather at a quarterly 
assembly meetings at which we debate and vote 
on consensus statements. 


At the JCRC’s January 19 meeting, we debated 
and passed a consensus statement on economic 
justice. This statement will inform the Coun- 
cil’s work and positions on economic justice 
issues for the coming years. It includes posi- 
tions on the role of government in promoting 
economic justice, wealth and income inequality, 
jobs and fair wages, education, tax reform, food 
ou homelessness, quality affordable hous- 
ng, healthcare, public benefit programs and the 


digital divide. The full text of the statement can 
be found at https://jerc.org/uploads/Economic_ 
Justice_final_statement_011916_MB.pdf. 


The JCRC’s next big project will be to develop 
a statement on racial justice. The first step in 
the process will be hold a series of “Town Hall” 
meetings to gather input from members of the 
community. 


All members of JCRC member organizations 
including Sha’ar Zahav are invited to attend 
these town halls. The San Francisco town hall 
will already have happened by the time this issue 
of the JGF comes out. (Hopefully you saw that 
event announced in the weekly email and some of 
you were able to attend.) An East Bay Town Hall 
meeting on “Race and the Law” will take place 
on April 7 from 6:30 to 8:30 at the Impact Hub, 
2323 Broadway, Oakland. An RSVP is required; 
to sign up go to: https://app.etapestry.com/on- 
lineforms/JCRCSanFrancisco/TH.html 


If you have any questions or comments 


about the JCRC, feel free to contact me 
at gillianf19@gmail.com. 
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SHA’AR ZAHAV 


Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer 


By MARTIN RAWLINGS-FEIN 


Shalom from your new 
Interim Education Director! 


This month we begin our concluding, unit, Peo- 
ple of the Book,” with a new vision of what Jewish 
education could be for our students, parents and 
community. It is my belief that students should 
be able to move as they learn 
prayer, not by rote, but by feeling; 
thus creating sacred moments 
when the Divine comes alive. This 
movement is also a tool for Jewish 
exploration as students engage in 
project-based learning (PBL). 


For those not familiar with PBL 
for the Jewish classroom, this 
style of learning not only teach- 
es information, but also engages 
students in questions about Jewish life, identity, 
values and connection. It is this new direction 
for our school that | feel most excited about. 


In this unit we will engage students in To- 

rah and Midrash with many different learning 
modalities while using multisensory resources 
(auditory, visual, tactile, kinesthetic) to bring 
earning alive. This was something that | worked 
on in my own classroom before becoming the 
nterim Education Director, and it is something 
that all of the teachers are currently working on 
in their lesson plans. 


Some of the activities may include creating 
graphic novels, adding to our congregation's 
Children’s Torah, and composing midrash of 
their own. Since project-based learning con- 
tinuously incorporates the students’ input of 
how best to show what they learn, these ideas 
may evolve over time. Stay tuned for our end of 
the year Celebration of Learning on May 14th to 
find out how it all comes together, or contact 
me to find out how you can volunteer in our 
classrooms to help make it happen. 
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This month we welcome not only Ila Cherney 
back as our Shinui educator, but also Nancy 
Brunn as our new Kehilla educator. lla has been 
teaching for BSPM since the early 1990s and 
has worked with Phyllis Mintzer (z’l) and sev- 
eral Sha’ar Zahav education directors over the 


years. Nancy earned her teaching certificate 


from Hebrew Union College and 
she comes to BSPM after a year of 
student teaching fifth graders at 
Brandeis-Hillel. | had the pleasure 
to see both of them in action at 
our last Celebration of Learning 
and was amazed by how they had 
created projects that really en- 
gaged and incorporated their 
students’ input. 


In addition to project-based learn- 
ing, we are going to provide parents with ideas 
and suggestions to supplement their children’s 
learning at home. Supplemental school is an ® 
opportunity to more fully involve our parents as 
partners in our BSPM teaching community. Part 

of that partnership is creating home rituals for 

you and your children to do together that also 
create family time. As we start this process, we 
would like to know: 


- What do you, as parents or other 
congregants, find exciting about BSPM? 


- What do you think works well for BSPM 
families? 


How can we help you engage in more 
home Jewish or interfaith rituals and 
experiences? 


Please send an e-mail to 
education@shaarzahav.org to shareyour 
responses or to make an appointment with 
me. | can usually be found at CSZ on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, or Thursday afternoons, as well 
as Saturday mornings. 


Fragrance-Free & Pet-Free: A Friendly Reminder 


y JULIE DORF, JENNI OLSEN, and ANDREW RAMER 


Increasing numbers of adults and children are 
being diagnosed with environmental illnesses, 
including chemical sensitivity and animal al- 
lergies. The symptoms of these disorders may 
include chronic pain, headaches, shortness of 
breath, dizziness, and digestive and skin reac- 
tions. Symptoms range from mild to severe, 
from slow-acting to almost immediate. 


For those of us with allergies, walking into our 
building when a dog was or is present can trig- 
ger a swift response: impaired breathing and 
the risk of acute respiratory distress (unfortu- 
nately this is true even of so-called “hypo-aller- 
genic” pets which often are just as allergenic as 
any other). Entering the sanctuary if someone is 
wearing a scented product - aftershave, per- 
fume, scented shampoo - can do the same for 
those of us who are chemically sensitive. Even if 
you don't react to these products, some of them 
are hormone disrupters, others are carcinogenic, 
nd we believe that all of them are toxic to the 
people who make them — in fact, to everyone. 


There's a verse in the Torah that’s relevant to 
why Sha’‘ar Zahav adopted a Fragrance-Free 
Policy & Pet-Free policy for our building last 
year: “You shall not curse a deaf person, or place 
a stumbling block before the blind.” We took 
this step to make our community accessible and 
environmentally safe for everyone. 


If you're old enough you'll remember the days 
when people smoked cigarettes in movies, res- 
taurants and on airplanes before we knew about 
the dangers of second-hand smoke. This cultural 
shift did not happen overnight, but creating 
pet-free and fragrance-free spaces is like that 

-— something to learn about and move toward, 

a step at a time. Around the world other con- 
gregations, hospitals, offices, and schools are 
adopting similar policies. 

If you have pets that aren't certified service ani- 
mals, please leave them at home. As an 


experiment, look at your shampoo, conditioner, 
deodorant and detergent to see if they contain 
artificial fragrances. Then, as you use them up, 
consider replacing them with unscented ones, 
which are easy to find and eco-kosher — envi- 
ronmentally safe, organic, and non-toxic. 
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If this issue is unfamiliar to you, or puzzling, 
there are numerous websites you can visit. 


Here are two we found useful. 

from the Mayo Clinic: 
http://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-con- 
ditions/pet-allergy/basics/definition/con- 
20028932 


from the Massachusetts Nurses Association: 
www.massnurses.org/health-and-safety/ar- 
ticles/chemical-exposures/p/openltem/1346 


Please know that by leaving your pets at home, 
by coming to CSZ fragrance-free, and by talking 
about this with other Sha’ar Zahav members and 
your family and friends, you are helping to cre- 
ate a healthier community and a healthier world 
for all of us. 
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A Joyful Spirit 


BY SYLVIiD OLSON BO Rr 


will be called to the (spirit) to 
Torah as a bat mitz- 


Sylvie Olson-Dorf the congregation to help bring joy and ruach 


this special occasion. 


vah on Saturday, Sylvie is in seventh grade at the Brandeis 

May 7, surrounded School of San Francisco and 1s also a proud 
by friends, family, member of the Junior Grrrl Brigade at Dance 
classmates and the Mission where she has been taking classes and 
Sha’ar Zahav com- performing since 2012. Sylvie’s many person- 
munity. al passions include dance and musical theater 


(ask her anything about Fun Home, Hamilton 


Her parsha is Ach- or School of Rock), Dr. Who, Hayao Miyazaki 
rei Mot, which she movies and baking. 
has been learning 
= to chant with her Sylvie and her family are extremely grateful 
bat mitzvah mentor Richard Weiner. She will to all her mentors and supporters including 
co-lead the service with Rabbi Camille Shira Richard Weiner, Lisa Katz, Rabbi Camille 
Angel and Justyn Lezin. Shira Angel, Wendy Brummer, Rebecca Wein- 
er, Ora Prochovnick, Rabbi Ted Riter, Can- 
Sylvie and her moms, Jenni Olson and Julie tor Sharon Bernstein, and our b’nei mitzvah 


Dorf, and her sister Hazel, are delighted to be = chavurah. 
approaching this milestone and warmly invite 


—EEEeEeEeE>—EEEEE 


The Process 
By SERAFINA PERSIKO BENJAMIN 


Serafina Gabrielle Persiko Ben- 
jamin will become a bat mitzvah 
on May 28, 2016. Serafina’s 
Torah portion is Leviticus Chap- 
ter 25, which is about the jubilee 
year and includes rules about 
slavery, ownership and kinship. 
This inspired her mitzvah project 
to raise money for the organiza- 
tion Not For Sale, which helps 
rescue victims of human traffick- 
ing. Not For Sale offers shelter, 
food, job options and education 
for the survivors. 


joys shopping, having fun with her 


friends, drawing, singing, traveling, 
acting and much, much more. 


Over the 12 (almost 13!) years she 
has lived, she has learned a lot from 
everyone who has helped her and 
hopes to receive encouragement and 
assistance in the future. She would 

like to thank Kendra Froshman, her 
mentor; Tiela Chalmers, her drash 
mentor; Rebecca Weiner, her friend 
and teacher; her parents, Geoff 

Benjamin and Craig Persiko; and 


everyone else who has helped her persevere 
Serafina has grown up at Sha’ar Zahav, through the process of becoming a bat mitz- 


starting with Friday night services in a sling vah. 
cuddled up to one of her dads. She is a 7th 
grader at Children’s Day School. She en- 
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SHA’AR ZAHAV Aan 


Diligent Student 


VeGABRIEW OLIVER-POLSKY 


Gabriel Oliver- 
Polsky is the son 
of Steve Polsky & 
Mark Oliver and 
will celebrate his 
Bar Mitzvah on 
June sire? O68 


His family moved 
from San Francisco 
LODE Cetritonlast 
summer, and he is a 
7th grade student at 
Fred T. Korematsu 
Middle School. 


The Next Generation 
By HOWARD STEIERMANN 


At most of CSZ’s b’nei mitzvah services, 
the highlight for me occurs toward the end 
of the Amidah. The bar or bat mitzvah leads 
the congregation responsively in chanting 
“L’dor v’dor.” That moment stirs me because 
the young adult is literally chanting “from 
generation to generation.” 


This spring at my nephew’s bar mitzvah a 
different part of the Amidah brought tears 
to my eyes. At his synagogue, the Amidah 
liturgy includes the priestly benediction. My 
nephew read one of the oldest and, to me, 
most powerful of texts. I can still recall the 
little bundle in a swaddling blanket from 

13 years ago. Now here he was, his voice 
cracking yet strong, enveloping me (and the 
congregation) in ancient words of blessing 
quoted from Torah text. It was at that mo- 
ment that I felt secure, knowing that this 
next generation was taking on the mantel of 
Jewish learning and, more importantly, Jew- 
jsh action. 


Gabriel has been a student at Beit Sefer Phyllis 
Mintzer since he was five years old, and has been 
studying diligently for his Bar Mitzvah under the 
mentorship of CSZ congregant Marc Lipschutz. 


At his new school, Gabriel has become a Safe 
School Ambassador to help combat bullying and to 
advocate for those students who have been treated 
poorly. He has always been active in sports. He 
continues his love of baseball by playing with El 
Cerrito Youth Baseball and plays basketball with 
Korematsu’s after school program. Gabriel is very 
excited to celebrate with his friends, family, and 


the CSZ community. 


The holiday of Shavuot celebrates God giving the 


Torah to us at Mount Sinai. It is said that all Jews, 
present, past and future were standing at Sinai 


during that momentous 
occasion. Many of my 
family were murdered 
during the Holocaust, 
including my Uncle 
Hans who was gassed 
at Auschwitz. I was 
named after him. My 
parents were deter- 
mined that he be re- 
membered and that his 


life be celebrated. As I heard my nephew leading his 
bar mitzvah service, I thought how the soul of this 
third Jewish generation is joining spiritually with 


me and our other relatives. 


I have come to realize the holiday of Shavout cel- 
ebrates not only the giving of Torah, but also the 
transmitting of Torah. We are all links in the chain. 
L’dor v’dor, from generation to generation. 
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SHA’AR ZAHAV, 


High Holy Days 5776 Sponsors 


Stan Adler 

Wayne Bender 

Ruth Bernstein & Matthew Patchell 
Michael Chertok 

Don Fischer 

David Gellman & Salo Rawet 
Marjorie Hilsenrad 

Jeffrey Levin 

Jeffrey Lilly 

Mark Pressler 

Jane & Michael Rice 

Andy Schwartz 

Martin Tilzer 

David & Lydia Zinn 


High Holy Days 5776 Donations 


Claudia Bernard & Howard Herman 

Patricia Caplan & Jonathan Simonoff 

Tiela Chalmers 

Phil Charney 

Barbara & Harvey Chertok 

Paul Cohen 

Steven Gaynes 

Avraham Giannini 

Marius Greenspan 

Lauren Goldman 

Sara Gorr 

Howard Hahn 

Michael Hulton 

Clarissa Kripke & Gail Ludwig 
in honor of Cantor Bernstein & Shelli & 
Martin Rawlings-Fein, & to continue making 
CSZ accessible to all. 

Deena Lahn & Mary Schroeder 

Thomas Lakritz 

Nancy Levin 
in honor of James Carlson. 

David Lowe 

Susan Lubeck & Richard Weiner 

Arthur Meirson 

Eve Meyer 

Nancy Meyer 

Irene Ogus 

Craig Persiko & Geoff Benjamin 
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Jeff Piade 

Carolyn Pines & Judy Schwartz 
Mark Pressler 

Beth Ross & Laurie Trupin 
Karen Schiller 

Yo Schneeman 

Ruth Schoenbach & Lynn Eden 
Steve Shotland 

Arlene Singer & Barbara Leff 
Howard Steiermann 

Robert Tat 

Martin Tilzer 

Samuel Walters 

Mike Zimmerman 


The following people made donations to the 
General Fund in memory of Jerry Rosenstein: 


Marianne Balin 

James Carlson 

Avraham Giannini 

Allan Gold & Alan Ferrara 
Jo Ellen Kaiser 

Eric Keitel & Aaron Cooper 
Gerry Llamado & Arthur Slepian 
Eve Meyer & James Edlin 
Karen Schiller 

Steve Weiner 

Mike Zimmerman 

Ami Zusman 


General Fund 


Dan Bellm 
Allan Berenstein 
in memory of Bill Ashley Dobbin & Jason Gaber. 
Radha Blackman 
James Carlson 
in memory of Doretta Eisenberg, Rita Roginski, 
Phyllis Mackler, Bob Emerson, Rick Brattin 
& Myrtle Carlson. 
Paul Cohen & Bob Gutterman 
in memory of Carol Tat & Phyllis Mackler. 
Daniel Ehrenberg 
Steve Elman & Tom Holt 
in memory of Carol Tat 
& to wish Paul Cohen a speedy recovery. 


Robert Fingeroth @ 


oward Freedman 
le momMotron Ora Prochovnick. 


Allan Gold & Alan Ferrara 
in memory of Carol Tat. 
Steven Horowitz 
in honor of Irene Ogus. 
Kevin Lew 
in memory of Phyllis Mackler. 
Ron Lezell 
Mark Lipsitz 
in honor of Ray Bernstein. 
Steve Mazer 
in memory of Phyllis Mackler. 
Morton & Judith Narrowe 
in honor of Shabbat services on 
December 26, 2015. 
Jeanette Nichols 
in memory of George & Phyllis Mintzer, 
& Isa Cymrot-Wu. 
Mark Pressler 
in honor of Ora Prochovnick. 
Ora Prochovnick & Rena Frantz 
in memory of Carol Tat, Audrey McHenry, 
Phyllis Mackler & Elaine Polsky. 
o Schneeman 
Howard Steiermann 
Robert Tat 
itenenor or Paul Conen, 
Sam Thal 
Jeff Vogel & Beryl Brownstein 
in memory of Leland Vogel. 
Terri Yeckley/Sage Partners 
on honor of Alex Ingersoll’s birthday. 
Ami Zusman 
in memory of Benjamin Herzl Saperstein. 
Ami Zusman 
in memory of Hilda Saperstein. 


Rainbow 2014 


Ann Daniels & Jonathan Zingman 


Rainbow 2015 

Marianne Balin 

Ann Bauman & Kelly Thiemann 

Diana Buchbinder & Jeane Redsecker 
Patricia Caplan & Jonathan Simonoff 
Aaron Danzig 


Don Fischer 

Sara Haber & Beth Sousa 

Deb Kinney 

Thomas Lakritz 

Laura Lowe 

Eileen Lynette 

Rose Ortega 

Steve Polsky & Mark Oliver 
Martin & Shelli Rawlings-Fein 


Rainbow 2016 
Tiela Chalmers 
Larry Wexler 


Building Fund 
Michael Mahoney 
in MONO Ot lrene Ocus. 
Beth Ross & Laura Trupin 
MeneOnorren rene OqUs: 


The Rabbi Julius & Pearl Funk 


Musical Events Fund 
John Arnold 
in honor of Jonathan Funk for Chanukah. 
Jonathan Funk 
in memory of Bernice Wiseman 
& Minnie Wiseman 
Jonathan Funk & John Arnold 
in memory of Phyllis Mackler, Pearl Funk 
and Jerry Rosenstein. 
Nina Gordon & April Stinson 
Sharyn Saslafsky 
in memory of Phyllis Mackler and in honor 
of Jonathan Funk's retirement. 
Marcia Solkoff Eskin 


Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 
Jane Aceituno & Larisa Migachyov 
in honor of their daughter 
Clara Carmel Miriam. 
Daniel Chesir 
Paul Cohen & Bob Gutterman 
Sharyn Saslafsky 
in memory of Jerry Rosenstein. 
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Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
Avraham Giannini 
in honor of Rabbi Riter. 
Paul Cohen & Bob Gutterman 
Daniel Chesir 


Memorial Plaques & Bookplates 
Janine Baer 

in honor of Ami Zusman. 
Allan Berenstein 


in memory of Phyllis Mackler, Forrest Kincade, 


Don Albert, Chuck Norton, Bob Radetsky, 
Ellen Albin, Harold Schwartz, Carol Tat, 
Cheryl Orvis, Ron Wilmot, Isabel Fishman, 
Batya Kalis, Allen Harris & Marilyn O'Keeffe. 


Music in Mishkan 
Leslie Kane & Manny Fishman 
Ron Lezell 

Irene Ogus 

Harriet Rafter 


Bikkur Cholim 

Allan Berenstein 
in memory of Ziggy Gimnicher 
& Eli Weinstein. 


Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer Fund 
Allan Berenstein 
in memory of Noah & Aaron Nacamulli. 


S HA? AN R ZAHAV ; Poe ee ims ISC <3 S 1 : ay: a = st. : nee 


December 4-5 

Flowers & oneg sponsored 

by Martin Tannenbaum & Alex Ingersoll 
in memory of Larry Tannenbaum 
for Klezmer Shabbat 


December 18-19 
Flowers & Saturday Kiddush sponsored 
by the Kositsky Family 

in honor of Emma's bat mitzvah 


December 25-26 
Flowers sponsored 
by Wayne Bender 
in memory of his father, Herman Bender 


January 15-16 
Flowers sponsored 
by Charles Spiegel 
in memory of his mother, Ruth Spiegel 
Oneg sponsored 
by Andrew Samuels 
in honor of his mother Linda Victor, 
brother Michael Samuels 
& best friend Shaun Herzig 


January 22-23 

Flowers sponsored 

by Tom Lakritz 
in memory of his mother, Mimi Lakritz 

Oneg sponsored 

by Martin Tannenbaum & Alex Ingersoll & 
in honor of Serafina Persiko Benjamin 
& Rabbi Sue Levi Elwell 


February 12-13 
Flowers sponsored 
by Howard Hahn 
in memory of his mother, Helga Hahn 


February 19-20 

Flowers sponsored 

by Jane Aceituno & Larisa Migachyov 
in honor of the birth & baby naming of 
their daughter, Clara Carmel Miriam. 


February 26-27 
Flowers sponsored 
by Rose-Ann Donner Colt 
in memory of her father, lsaac Donner 


Your donations help us realize our commitment to building and maintaining a vibrant, living practice 

for Congregation Sha’ar Zahav. A donation can be a meaningful way to honor friends or family, engage- 
ments, anniversaries, graduations, for special thanks, or to memorialize a loved one. Collectively, with @ 
your financial support, we continue to prosper, grow, and celebrate our future. 


12 Jewish Gaily Forward April - June 2016 


SWCWANING PRIDESEDER 


ark Your Place In History - At Our Table 


e:... RAMER & KAREN SCHILLER 


12th Annual Pride Seder 
Friday, June 24, 5:30 — 7:15 pm 


Why is this Pride Seder different from all other 
Pride Seders? 


Every year on Sha’ar Zahav’s LGBTQ Pride 
Shabbat, we come together to tell the story of 
our liberation from oppression, to celebrate 
our freedom, and to re-commit to our activism, 
remembering that none of us are free until all 
of us are free. We read from our Pride Hagga- 
dah, drink several glasses of a ritual beverage, 
and point to a seder plate containing items that 
represent our history. 


This year will be the same - and very different. 
We'll still read from the Pride Haggadah we 


EER ae iron deri 


/ COMMUNIT 
Sunset Hike & Havdalah 


by KAREN SCHILLER 


eu"** ZAHAV , 


You are invited to join Sha’ar Zahav’s Hik- 
ing Chavurah for a special sunset hike and 
Havdalah on Saturday, May 14. 


We will start with a two-hour hike around 
Land’s End and then build a fire on Ocean 
Beach, watch the sunset, enjoy a bring-your- 


JVUNWANUNH NOTES ON OUR N 


You may have noticed we’ve given the JGF a 
visual update. In this issue, as part of an on- 

going redesign process, we introduce our new 
graphic designer, Steve Davis. 


We welcome your comments and feedback 
@rv our new design. You can email us at 


created for our first Pride Seder in 2005, but 
we’ ve reduced the text to its bare bones. 


Instead of reading stories and poems written 
by Sha’ar Zahav members in the past, this year 
you will have a chance to tell part of your own 
story as you mark your place in our history 
and community. 


Please bring a vegetarian dish to feed eight 
people. Sha’ar Zahav will supply drinks. A $5 
donation for members or $10 for non-members 
is requested to cover materials. 


Please RSVP by June 17 by calling or email- 
ing the office at (415) 861-6932 or 
by email at office@shaarzahav.org. 


own picnic and end with Havdalah (there might 
also be some singing!). 


All Sha’ar Zahav members are welcome to 
join the chavurah for the hike, the beach party 
or both. For more information, please email 
kschillercsz@ gmail.com. 


jgf @shaarzahav.org. As a reminder, please send 
any submissions for our next issue to our edito- 
rial team no later than May 15th. 


We would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank our outgoing designer, Jonathan Wieder, 
for all his hard work and dedication to the JGF. 
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SHA’AR ZAHAV 


Sha’ar Zahav Members Who Have Died in Recent Months: 


Jerry Rosenstein on January 1, 2016 


Our Condolences to: 

Larry Best on the death of his ex-father-in-law, 

and to Jazmine and Adam Best-Leung on the death of their grandfather, Hang-Wun Leung 
Melissa Breckinridge on the death of her father, Arthur Judelsohn 
Patty Caplan on the death of her father, David Caplan 

Deborah Cohler on the death of her father, Ray Voss 

Brian Ellis on the death of his father, Sidney Ellis 

Alan Ferrara on the death of his aunt, Carmela Ferrara 

Deborah Kinney on the death of her mother, Marilyn Kinney 

Rachel Nancollas on the death of her grandfather, George Nancollas 
Steve Polsky on the death of his mother, Elaine Polsky 

Ellen Press on the death of her father, Marvin Press 


Mazel Tov to: 


Jane Aceituno & Larisa Migachyov 
in honor of the birth & baby naming of 
their daughter Clara Carmel Miriam. 


LEGAL HELP ¢ 


ESTATE PLANNING 
~ BUSINESS LAW 
REAL ESTATE 
LITIGATION 
CONDOMINIUM CONVERSION 


GOLDSTEIN TENANCY-IN-COMMON 


GELLMAN,MELBOSTAD PROBATE 


HARRIS & McSPARRAN PERSONAL INJURY 
LLP EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION 


1388 SUTTER STREET, SUITE 1000 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94109 
(415) 673-5600 te: 

(415) 673-5606 Fax 


www.g3mh.com 
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David Gellman 
DGellman@g3mh.com 


Arthur Meirson 
AMeirson@g3mh.com 


SHA’AR ZAHAV & 


April J Nourish your values 
@ 1 eva meliarrig 5 Tavae ne teTn with your investments 
2 Ronadt@erte * Holistic personal financial 
2 Mark B. Feldman planning aligned with your 
3 Abraham Cohen 8 Robert N Mackey progressive values 
6 Dennis Mitchell 8 Judy Macks - Fee-only* CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
21 Robert Sterman 9 Duff Kreitzberg Sse age weer ss 
23. Michael Randall 14 John Atteridg te rennin 
24 Norma Faini-Pick 14 Mirtha Beal ¢ Small business retirement 
ieo lans and consultin 
ies) Barry Siegel P & 
May 16 Michveleeandall * Free initial consultation 
9 Richard Inlander 16 Richard Rath ay, ATLL eater 
is Jerome Davis 20 William E. Valentine jim@CommunitasFinancial.com 
13 David Delroy 24 David Shaber Jim ay is an Investment ery 
Representative of Communitas Financial 
14 Thomas Yazman Planning Inc, an independent invest- 


17 Nanei Stern cae See 
19 Allan Altman = on 
20 Robert Coffman 

21 James Perkins 


24 David Loebl 


Hinsoftemy Charles — sina 
Hone we beace Spiegel 


Cemetery 


———— 4 aw MEMORIAL CHAPEL 


Salem Memorial Park 


San Francisco (FD 262 
Serving Northern California’s REAL ESTATE 
Jewish Commnity Since 1850 DIVORCE AND CUSTODY (41 5) 921-3636 
ee ADOPTION AND East Bay (FD 1523) 
¢ In-Ground Burial Plots 
¢ Indoor and Garden Mausoleum Crypts | SURROGACY (925) 962-3636 
¢ Niche and In-Ground Urn Gardens 
¢ Convenient Payment Plans PRE AND POST NUPTIAL Peninsula (FD 1830) 
For an appointment, eee ea (650) 369-3636 
se gl 020-124 100 Charles Spiegel Esq * Advance planning counseling 
James Carlson, Executive Director 2 oe 4 


*At need arrangements 
a 
and Sha’ar Zahav member } | CSZ Member e Bereavement support services 


Benjamin J. Ruhs, Director of Sales Attorney and Mediator Speralorail rewish Goetenee 


1299 El Camino Real CharlesSpiegelLaw (@ gmail.com : 
| J Ee ee ples @g Locally & Worldwide 


www.charlesspiegellaw.com 
©) | www.jewishcemeteries-sf.org | (415) 644-4555 www.sinaichapel.org 
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CSZ “Home Made” 


Passover Seder 


Saturday April 23rd, 5:30PM 


at Congregation Sha’ar Zahav 
290 Dolores Street 


Come celebrate Pesach with the CSZ community 
at our Congregational Second Night Seder! 
Led by Cantor Sharon Bernstein and Alan Gordon. 


Our CSZ Congregational Seder is a “homemade” seder: we supply the 
seder plates, gefilte fish, wine, juice and kosher chicken and you bring the 
vegetable, fruit, fish and salad side dishes, all kosher for Passover. There is 
always plenty of good food and good company - and lots of ruach! 


Bring your family and friends! Advance registration is required, 
and space is limited. Watch your email for registration information. 


